
THE GATEWAYS TO 1
THE BERKSHIRES'

Just Bow to Reaeb New Eng-
land's Famous Automobile

Touring Section.

By LEOIT A. DICKINSON.

Manager Touring and Transportation
Bureau, A nierican Automobile Aae'n.
No motor tour through Now England

can hardly he considered complete that
dors not comprise at some stage of Its
progress a visit to that scenlo gem of
western Massachusetts, the famous
Berkshire Hilla Just wherein lies the
peculiar charm of this region is somewhatdifficult to state with any degree
of accuracy, because there is nothing In
Its topographic conformation that Is
unique or in any senge remarkable. In
altitude these hlUs are as dwarfs beside
the lofty grandeur of the White Mountains,the Adirondack^ and the Blue
Ridge, while there Is an almost utter
absence of breath taking cliffs, beetling
crags and roaring waterfalls such as
kindle the eye and deafen the ear in
that marvelous scenic wonderland of the
Far West. Nevertheless the lure is there
and Its potency is attested every season
by the never ceasing flood of motor-
im8 irom an sections oi me qui miu

And In the Berkshires an air of peace
and restfulness not duplicated In any
other section of the country.

Here, ii» truth. Is a realm of contrasts,
some portions toeing almost primitive
wilderness, -while others, like feenox and
Stockbrtdge, consist entirely of the magnificentestate of multl-mllllonaires. In
recent years these wealthy landowners
and-their guests have acquired the habit
of prolonging their country residence
season far Into the autumn, thus giving
rise to the custom of designating Lenox
and Its environs by the apt title/of "The
Autumn Newport."' To those who are
unfamiliar with the charm of the Berkshiresit often comes as a-great surprise
to find so close to the great Eastern
centers of population an exceedingly
lovely highland reglonr "replete with
charming vistas and roadside scenery,
yet crisscrossed with superbly -paved
highways and plentifully sprinkled with
excellent hotels.
Without doubt, the feature that commendsitself most strongly to the averagemotorist is the extreme accessibility

of this region _from every point of the
compass. Its natural beauty, combined
with the powerful Influence of a wealthy
population, was instrumental in securlne
the construction of a series of excellent
paved highways leading dirgctly to the
heart of the Berkshlres from the Harlem
Valley and tlfci Litchfield Hills to the
south, the Hudson Valley on the west,
the Connecticut Valley a few miles to
the east and the Green Mountains, which
lorni h couiinuaiion ui me iiigmauus m
a northerly direction.
The most direct and hence most popularroute leading Into the Berkshlres

from Npw York city and all points In
that vicinity Is that which follows very
closely the Harlem division of the New
York Central Railroad. Beginning at a
point about two miles south of the villageof Armonk, in lower Westchester
county, and extending through the picturesquevillages of Bedford, Breweter
and Pawling to Amenla, fn the ver*
foothills of the Berkshlres, this road is
well marked by distinctive blue bands
painted on the poles at all doubtful
points. Between Brewster and Amenia
the highway runs almost exactly para.lelto tho western border of Connecticut,
only' about three or four miles away:
then turns square right at Amenla and
proceeds almost due east across the State
line Into Sharon, Conn. From this point
another set of blue bands Is followed in
a general northerly direction through
I^akcville into Salisbury, changing here
to yellow bands which mark the next
five mile stretch to Canaan. From this
latter point still another series of blue
bands points the way along the mair.
road running north across the State line
into Massachusetts and thence through
the exclusive and wonderfully attractive
villages of Great Harrington, hiockbridgeand the far famed Lenox, straight
to that cbmblned center of Industry and
touring, the busy little city of Plttsfleld.
The total distance from New York to
rittsfleld along this highway Is almost
exactly 150 miles.

Scarcely second In Importance to the
"Harlem Valley Houte" Just described,
and one much traveled by tourists becauseof Its Una roads and excellent
scenery, is the route of the well known
"Ideal Tour" from Watcrbury. Those
headed this way from New York will
find two available options, one through
Bedford and Danbury, and the other followingthe Boston Post road to Stratford(Just beyond Bridgeport), and then
almost due north along the valley of the \
Nangatuck River. Both of these trunk
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THE Finger Lakes Trails are laid

may take the entire/ circuit of A'.
the region at the point where h<

one or two of the trails during a week
the trails bears the name of an Iroquois
Finger Lakes Region may be entered

WOLF TRAIL.
canandiac.ua to hammondsport

Via Naples and Rath
Miles from Miles from
Cananrflagiia Hammondsport
00.0 CANANDAIGUA 63.7
3.8 Cheshire 40.0
13.0 Bristol .Sprints 40.7
21.0 Naples 33.8
27.2 No. Cohocton 28.5
32.4 Cohoeton 23.3
40.1 Avora 13.0
44.5 Kanona 11.2
48.4 Bath 7.3
53.7 HAMMONDSPORT 00.0

BEAR TRAIL.
HAMMONDSPORT TO GENEVA
Via Lake Lamoka and Penn" Van

Milesfrom Miles front
Hfommondsport Geneva
OO.O HAMMONDSPORT 66.3
8.1 Wayne 47.4
14.8 Tyrone 40.7
25.2 Dundee 30.3
33.8 Second Mllo 21.7
37.4 Penn Van 18.1
55.5 GENEVA 00.0

Option }(s. 1.
00.0, HAMMONDSPORT; 4.4, Frbana; 7.7,

Gibsons; 14.7, Branehport; 18.8, Keuka Park;
23.2, l'rnn Van; 41.3, GENEVA.

oei/i t mi iiuiiui

GENEVA TO WATKINS
Via Waterloo and Ovid.

Miles from Miles from
Geneva Watklns
00.0 GENEVA 40.4
1.1 Waterloo 38.3

17.4 Romulus 28.0
23.0 Ovid 22.4
27.2 I.odi 18.8
30.3 Hector 0.1
15.4 WATKINS #0.0

TURTI.E TRAIL.
WATKINS TO ITHACA

Via Montour Falls.
Miles front Miles from
Watklns Ithaca
OO.O WATKINS ...-. 28.0

routes provide excellent macadam and
concrete practically throughout, the
former being marked by blue banda from
Armonk to Bedford; then by yellow
bands to Danbury, and finally by red
bands Into Watorbury. Those who elect
to follow the latter highway^ however,
will be guided by red bands as far as
Stratford, and then by blue markers
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Miles from Miles from
Watklns Ithaca
2.6 Montonr Fall* 25.1
5.1) Odessa Sll
10.0 .Mplne 18.0
20.1 New-field 7.U
24.4 Enfleid, Glen Road (Entrance 2

miles) 3.6
?5.9 Buttermilk Falls *-l
28.0 ITIIACA 00.0

SNIPE TKAII,.
ITHACA TO AUBURN

Via Cortland itnd Sknnrateles
Miles from Miles from
Ithaca Auburn
00.0 ITHACA 88.(1
12.2 Ilryden 40.4
22.4 Cortland 30.8
28.1 Homer 33.5
32.0 *oott 25.7
43.3 Itorodino 15.3
51.4 Skaneateles 7.2
58.0 AUBURN 00.0

DEER TRAIL.
AUBURN TO ITHACA.

Union Springs-Aurora Loop.
Miles from Miles from

Auburn Itlieca
oo.o AUBURN 38.8
8.2 Fleming 33.4
13.3 Sherwood 28.3
14.8 Poplar Ridge 23.8
21.8 Aurora 17.8
28.3 Jesuit Monument 13.3
27.4 Union Springs 11.2
30.6 AUBURN : OO.O

AUBURN TO ITnACA
Via Moravia.

Milesfrom Miles from
Auhiirn Ifhn.cn.
00.0 AUBURN 55.9
~.H OwaM'n 48.1
22.3 Mornvia 33.6
2«.« l^kf 30.1
31.2 Oroton 24.7
37.3 FreevIHe 18.6

Grorie Junior Republic one mile rut
of Freevllle

40.2 Ktna 18.7
46.5 Cornell Campus 0.4

Triphammer Fall*. Fall Creole
Gorge, Turn Right Over Fall Creek.

through Waterbury, Thomaston and Torrlngtonto Wlnated. Here a Junction Is
effected with the yellow banded highwayrunning northwest from the Connecticut"Valley at Hartford to a connectionwith the Harlem Valley route
previously mentioned at Canaan.
There are several main highways that

approach the Berkshlreg from the HudRSO
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eateles and Auburn on the Albany-
at Ithaca, Montour Falls and Hamchroads from the Liberty Highway,
miles from New York city, 1S5 miles
lies from Buffalo and 250 miles from

46.7 Cornell Height* . 6.9
Cayuga Heights.

S1.5 Estys 4.4
Turn left over It. R.

58.9 ITHACA 00.4

v HERON TRAIL.

ITHACA TO SENECA FALLS.
Via Trumansburg and Interlakrn.

Milesfrom Miles from
Ithaca Seneca Falls

00.0 ITHACA 44.1 ,

Option No. 2, via Glenwnod.
1.9 Jacksonville 36.8

Option No. 3, via Taughannock Falls.
11.3 Trumansburg 33.4
18.0 Interlakrn 2(1.7

Option No. 4, via Sheldrake
/ Springs. *

23/1 I.odi J21.8
27.4 Ovid 17.3
33.0 Romulus 11.7

Option No. 5, via K. Varlck and
Caitogx.

37.9 Fayette fl.8
44.7 SENECA FALLS fc... "0.0
Option No. 2, lthn'ra to Glenvrood and back
10 suu roan kuutn or aucKsonvuie.

00.0, Ithaca; 5.1, Glenwood-on-Cayuga; 8.3,
State road; O.S^Iafcksonville.

Option No. 3 to Toiichunnork Fall* and
back to State road south of Truniansborg.

00.0, Jacksonville; 1.7. Tanghannoek Fall*;
3.0. State road; 4.5, Tnimansburg.

Option No. 4, Interlaken to Sheldrake
Spring* to Ovid.

00.0. Interlaken; 3.8, Kidder*; 4,7, Sheldrake;12, Ovid.
Option No. 5, Itomnln* to Bait Varlrk,
f'anoea and Seneca Fall*.

00.0, ltomuloa; 0.8, Ashery Corners (L) 1.8,
turn right; 5.0, East Varlck; 11.0, Canoga;
14.5, Cayuga l.ake Park; 15.5, Bridgeport
(I,) 18.1, Seneca Fulls.^

HAWK TRAIL.
SENECA FALLS TO CANANDAIOUA.

Via Geneva.
Miles from Miles from
Seneca Falls Canandalgua00.0 SENFJ'A FALLS 88.1
3.8 Waterloo 84.3

II.8 Geneva ml
8.1 CANANDAIGl'A 00.0

son Valley on the west, but those moat
favored by motorists driving eastward
from the Catskllls and southeastern New
York are, respectively, the yellow
banded route running northeastward
from Foughkecpsle to Amenta via M11Ibrook,and another leading almost due
east from Hudson to Great Barrlngton
via Hillsdale. This latter is marked by
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red bands as far as the Massachusetts
line. About midway between these last
mentioned routes Is another, which undoubtedlypossesses exceptionally beautifulscenery but seems to be but little
known to most tourists. This Is a good,
though unmarked. State road extending
east from the village of Ited Hook, on
the Albany Post road, to a Junction with
the Hlarlem Valley road at Lakevllle.
Perhaps the most traveled of all the

roads through the Berkshlres, with the
possible exception of the famous MoThe
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hawk Trail, la the direct connection
from Albany to Plttafield, with ita eaat-
ern exie^kn over Jacob's Ladder to
the ConmWlout Valley at Springfield.
This exceedingly picturesque highway
forms a vital link In the chain of Improvedroadc all the way from Boston
to Chicago. so Its importance to the
tourist can scarcely be overestimated.
The markers in this case are red, the
same color being In use straight through
from Boston to Buffalo.
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a few miles to the eastward. One of
these la the yellow handed State road,
which follows a winding but picturesque
course from Northampton to P.ittsfleltT"
Unfortunately, however, this foad has
not yet been entirely completed, so that
it will be but llt,tle use this season. The
other is the wonderfully attractive MohawkTrail, whose name has come to
he a byword with motorists all over
the Eastern States. Every one who
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motors through New England ahould
make It a point to Include a trip over
this superb road at aome stage of bis
tour, because the view from the summit
of Hoosac Mountain Is one which has
no superior east of the Iiocktes. The
Mohawk Trail really begins at Greenfieldand continues straight through to
North Adams on the other side of tfia
mountain. It Is marked, by red bands
on the poles, but no markings are really j,
necessary Inasmuch as the entire road-*Isabsolutely unmistakable.
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